PROPERTY  RIGHTS  AUSTRALIA

 

SUBMISSION AGAINST THE WILD RIVERS ACT

 

 

COLLINS ENGLISH DICTIONARY DESCRIBES:

 

PRISTINE – Involving the earliest period state, original, pure, uncorrupted.

WILD – Living independent of man in a savage uncivilized, uninhabited, desolate natural state.

Thus it can be accurately stated that the name of the subject Act is a misinterpreted representation of the meaning of words used to describe the target areas and rivers.

 

Key questions to be answered and explanation of each question:

 

1. What are the plans to combat the population increases in feral pigs, dingoes, feral cattle and feral horses? 

 

2. Control of noxious plants. 

 

3. Disallowing supplementary feeding of cattle will lead to increases in infertility and increase incidence of Botulism in cattle. 

 

4. Property sustainability. 

 

5. Promoting racial discrimination. 

 

6. Contravenes Section 100 of The Australian Constitution. 

 

7. Ignores scientific evidence of effects of vegetation thickening in Riparian Areas. 

 

8. Costs on Local Government to sustain roads and other infrastructure greatly increased. 

 

9. Increases illegal fishing, crabbing, etc. 

 

10. All but eliminates surveillance of a large expanse of Gulf Coastline. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. What are the plans to combat the population increases in feral pigs, dingoes, feral cattle and feral horses?

 

These animals will increase dramatically in the regions identified.  The wet season in the region has to be lived through to understand the area.  The area becomes an inland ocean, completely isolated and totally impassable.

This period allows feral pigs and dingoes to roam at will and breed.  When the flooding recedes the food supply to these predators is never ending.

Thus the opportunity to establish large mobs goes on unhindered as the majority of country is boggy and impassable for some two-three months post-flooding; therefore control programs such as shooting and trapping are impossible.  Arial baiting is an option if homestead airstrips are trafficable for planes, and access to livestock for slaughter and cutting into baits is possible.  The damage these pigs do to areas around lagoons and rivers is immense.  Their feeding habits of rooting up large areas of pastures in search of grass roots and yams becomes a serious hazard when mustering as they create serious accidents by horses falling over when attempting to gallop to block the lead of cattle.

Many riders suffer broken bones from falls as the grass is still green and tall; thus seeing the danger is impossible.  Dingoes also have a plentiful food supply from baby pigs and thus are able to build in numbers as well.

 

The plentiful water supply also means cattle and feral horses can spread across a wide area.  It must be remembered boundary fences do not exist and cattle and horses wander at will.  Besides, the floods wash away the erected fences plus feral horses simply gallop through fences destroying miles of fence in a night.


Feral cattle have never been tested for the diseases of TB and Brucellosis and after the efforts of cleaning these diseases from the region in the 1970’s it is all so clear that a real danger will exist and prove impossible to detect and control whilst this Act is allowed to become Law.  What then becomes of any claims our beef is free of these diseases and where will this place our markets for beef on the international markets?

 

These are real problems and have to be addressed promptly, not swept away by legislation which simply locks up vast areas of land and turns it into virtual wasteland.

 

 

2. Control of noxious plants.

 

The WRA effectively prevents any programs being implemented to control the infestations of Rubber Vine, Lantana, Bellyache Shrub, Poison Peach and Tea Tree thickening around lagoons, creeks and rivers.

Rubber Vine grows into very thick scrubs quickly in this region.  It is impossible to ride and walk through the areas where it has established.  Cattle, pigs and dingoes hide in these scrubs and it is impossible to get them out, let alone get into the scrub to shoot them and get them out.  It also will prevent any access to watering points if not eliminated.  It is greatly assisted by floods and cyclones to spread across large areas and establish rapidly.

Lantana, Poisonous Peach and Bellyache Shrub are toxic to stock.  Once these species become established around rivers, creeks, lagoons and watering points it is disastrous for livestock.  Tea Tree thickening around watering places will make these sources of water unavailable to livestock and other native wildlife.

Bellyache Shrub is a small toxic plant which out-competes native vegetation, reduces pasture productivity and hinders mustering.  The shrub also has the potential to choke waterways.  It is very prevalent in the Burdekin River’s catchment system as well as catchments of the rivers of the Gulf of Carpentaria and Cape York Peninsula.  It is easily spread as the seedpods explode flinging mud picked up on animals’ feet and also in mud on vehicle tyres and undercarriages.  Landholders have implemented very successful control programs on these noxious weeds at their own expense and this WRA simply will undo all this work.

 

 

3. Disallowing supplementary feeding of cattle will lead to rapid increase in cases of Botulism and infertility in cattle.
 

Supplementary feeding of livestock is essentially supplying the minerals which have been leached out of the soils by the flooding.  Phosphate and calcium are lacking and leads to bone chewing by cattle.  This leads to Botulism.

Supplementary feeding also is essential for successful high reproduction rates of livestock.  Sites for these supplementary feeding areas are best in cattle camps and watering points.  These are the lagoons and fresh water sections of the rivers, not as the Code states one kilometre from these watering points and cattle camps.  I really cannot understand inclusion of flood plains as these are the most productive areas in the dry season, for example, in the early 1970’s I saw to my amazement the waters of Staaten and Nasau Rivers actually join across the flood plains of Inkerman Station.  These rivers are 60 miles apart and formed the southern and northern boundaries of the property.  Therefore, if one is to be guided by the subject Act and Codes those massive flood areas are now deemed restricted areas and removed from the lease.  That is approximately 75% of Inkerman that cannot be used for pastoral activities.  What then happens to the four sets of stockyards, mustering camps (fully equipped), artesian bores, fencing, etc. on these areas?

What now happens to supplementary feeding programs and fertility of breeding stock, hence productivity from these pastoral holdings?  All because the writers of this Act have no hands-on experience and couple this with their ignorant knowledge of management, the affect on social issues and people is totally lacking and you begin to understand just why this Act is very poor legislation as the Codes penalize owners who are prepared to risk their capital and forge a future for their families.  They, the writers, are merely using some false form of socialism to achieve some imaginary dream.  I simply ask one question, “Just what does this poorly researched, ridiculous Act prove and who benefits?”

 

 

4. Proper sustainability.

 

The WRA has made sustainable management and profitable returns almost impossible to achieve on coastal properties as well as properties in the catchment areas of the nominated rivers.  A classic example would be fossil fuel pumps installed on rivers and lagoons in the restricted areas.  These pumps supply water to homesteads, cattle yards, and storage tanks for distribution to various stock watering points.  The Code prohibits the use of fossil fuels in restricted areas.

 

Then there are the licensed fishermen who establish their camps and freezers on the river banks in order to catch fish and crabs.  Their only source of power to supply electricity for their camps and freezers is fossil fuel motors as is the case with motors for their boats.  Most homesteads, cattle yards, supplementary feeding sites, airstrips, fuel depots, workshops, etc. are located in these restricted areas.  Electricity for all infrastructures is also generated by fossil fuel motors.  This just proves how ridiculous and idiotic the WRA really is and how poorly researched the science and facts were handled.  Landholders in the catchment areas of nominated rivers are in a similar situation.  Then there are the property access roads which cross restricted areas and nominated rivers.  It is unclear how these roads will be built, maintained and to what standard.  Turnoff of livestock and delivery of station supplies depend on road transport, especially livestock which use double-decker road trains and B-doubles.  Under the WRA landowners are prevented from complying with the Workplace Health and Safety Act.  Medical evacuations and medical clinics are run by The Royal Flying Doctor Service.  Thus airstrips are an essential service to the residents in these areas.  Consequently, as the WRA prohibits these activities, it also throws out the OH&S Act.  It is interesting to note here in the case of night time medical emergency treatment and transport to hospital we used to install half 44-gallon drums around the perimeter of the airstrips and fill these with sand and light a mixture of diesel and petrol to mark the airstrips for The Flying Doctor to safely land.  It worked every time we had to use this vital service.  By not being able to provide a reliable medical service, property sustainability cannot be achieved.  Airstrips are built on the plains country to allow access to aircraft landings.  Most of these airstrips are on the restricted areas.  Besides, all mail services are by planes.

 

5. Promotes racial discrimination.

 

Whilst due attention and respect has to be acknowledged to Native Title Rights and Aboriginal customs, these should not dictate land use in the areas set aside by the WRA.  Leases have been granted for pastoral use as well.  The Act allows Aboriginal traditional hunting and harvesting to continue yet denies Aboriginal and white landholders the right to the harvest of their lands.

 

This to my mind is racial discrimination of the worst kind and must be stopped immediately as it is criminal action, proof that Beattie is a racist and will stop at nothing to retain power.  It is an illegal Act.  No one should be denied the legal harvest of their land which is exactly just what this Act denies.

 

6. Contravenes Section 100 of The Australian Constitution.

 

This Section states-- “The Commonwealth shall not, by any Law or Regulation of Trade or Commerce, abridge the right of a State or of the Residents therein to the reasonable use of the Waters of Rivers for Conservation or Irrigation.”
Further, Section 109 states—“When the Law of a State is inconsistent with a Law of The Commonwealth, the latter shall prevail, and the former shall, to extent of the inconsistence, be invalid.”

The WRA is contravening these Sections, I believe.  I realize there is a new wave of Federalism being promoted by all politicians of all compacts.  The fact remains that until the Constitution is altered by Referendum no amount of grandstanding by these political peacocks can alter these Sections.  Well may the lawyers, QC’s, SC’s put forward a view to the contrary; only a High Court judgment would be sufficient to clear the true position for all.  To my mind the WRA is denying landholders access to the waters of the rivers.  Then if Beattie as proposed does enforce the restricted zones around rivers then under the Water Codes it is illegal to pump water across neighbouring land.  Thus landowners are denied the use of water of rivers on their land.

 

7. Ignores scientific evidence of effects of vegetation thickening on Riparian Areas.

 

There is ample scientific research available to prove that thickening vegetation in these Riparian Areas does actually effect stream flow and can stop flow in the smaller creeks.  This is very evident where the tree plantations have been planted in the Miriam Vale area and the effects are clearly visible from the Bruce Highway.  Then to state that trees actually stabilize creek and river banks is absolute rubbish.  The tree roots actually help erosion by creating a turbulence in the flowing water and as a consequence the trees fall into the water.  Whoever wrote this rot has never watched a river in flood or when it is flowing strongly.  Then again, on reflection that would be difficult from an air-conditioned office many stories up in inner Brisbane.

 

8. Costs on Local Government to sustain roads and other infrastructure greatly increased.
 

Roadways are difficult to maintain in this region due to heavy use by large transport fleets.  Local councils depend on road base and gravel for road maintenance and most pits are adjacent to the rivers and creeks.  Extra government charges on extraction of the materials will further increase costs.  Road camps and refuelling sites are not allowed in restricted areas; the extra costs in moving these further increase the maintenance costs.

After every wet season the roads and river crossings must be repaired in order for stations to move their livestock, and supplies must be taken into the stations and missions. This repair work can, and often does, require rebuilding many miles of roads and numerous river crossings again.

Access to road base and sand and gravel will require permits and going on previous experience with permit approval by DNR, the delays only compound the problems.  There is only a short time frame to commence and complete this repair work and delays on permit approval only add to the costs.

Eco-tourism is touted by this Government and tourists also need roads and to be able to camp beside rivers which would not be possible under this WRA.  The increasing cost of fuel is hurting Local Government services and they certainly do not require extra cost inputs by this Government’s stupidity such as this WRA.

 

9. Increase illegal fishing, crabbing, etc.
 

Locking up vast areas of this region and forcing people to leave will greatly reduce the de facto surveillance of the area.  The rivers and coastal waters are rich in fish stocks such as barramundi and mud crabs which are eagerly sought in southern markets.  This attracts more than licensed fishermen as unlicensed hunters are taking the product as well. Tourists also flock to the region to fill their freezers at will.  This will only increase.

Indonesian fishermen regularly land on shore to replenish their water supply and hunt for wild pigs for food.  They also bring their dogs and monkeys on shore with them.  It is only a matter of time before diseases such as rabies and foot and mouth enter this country.  These in turn will be rapidly spread by the herds of feral pigs, cleanskin cattle and dingoes.  The prawn trawler operators report these landings to fishing inspectors who say it’s not their job and they have no authority to stop it.  They do not report this to their supervisors or Federal Authorities.  Then there is the growing trade of smuggling people, drugs, animals, plants and birds.  The WRA has created enormous problems that have the potential to destroy the livestock industry in northern Australia.  It further opens up the very real chance for the introduction of Screw Worm Fly into northern Australia.

 

10.  All but eliminates surveillance of a large area of the Gulf of Carpentaria coastline.
 

Most of this section has been covered and it is important to note all this is due to the introduction of the very poorly researched and completely ignorant WRA.  Bio-security is essential for the protection of our primary industries and health. Beattie has shown no regard for such issues only to satisfy the whims of the greens, wilderness society and others who give him their support at the ballot box.

 

 

Conclusions:
 

It has long been Labor Party policy to draw a line across the bottom of Cape York Peninsula and create a large national part over the area.  The WRA will achieve some of this policy.  This will be devastating for primary industry and tourism, just to mention some industries.  There are vast areas of mineral deposits yet to be developed in this region.  The giant bauxite deposits at Weipa are an example.

The pastoral industry is one of the largest employers of Aboriginal labour and to force an end to this practice is unbelievable, not to mention the horrific consequences that will occur.  The pastoral industry is a major supplier of store cattle to southern markets for fattening as it is a major cattle breeding area.  To destroy this employment opportunity and store cattle supply is ludicrous and ridiculous.  It would have to be the worst example of Government mismanagement in Queensland’s history.

This Act affects a very wide area of community in Australia.  This affects all suppliers across a wide spectrum of industries.  Motor vehicle suppliers, livestock and general freight carriers, aerial services, fuel companies, tourism, food suppliers and a host of others will be seriously affected.

This Act is environmental vandalism at its worst and the damage will be very expensive to repair.  The current landholders are doing an excellent job of caring for the environment in their region and deserve praise and help in their management of the region—not the extreme punishment and suffering Beattie now proposes.  This Act simply will make Queensland the laughing stock of the world.

 

 

 

Where are the environmentalists now with their protectionist policies and false science?  I have yet to read any reports where they have come out in support of the WRA.  The landholders in this region deserve better as do all landholders now 
                                        suffering from the VMA and WA and the residents of the Mary River Valley plus the residents sin the Mulga Belt.  We can all survive a drought but surviving this onslaught will test the fight in us all land that includes the strategy of Property Rights Australia.

 

 

 

This submission was written on behalf of Property Rights Australia by Les White, former manager for a 12-year period of Inkerman Station, Gulf of Carpentaria/Cape York Peninsula Region, North Queensland.
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